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Good Friday + 10 April 2020 + Tenebrae Vespers 

Introduction:   Tonight, we turn back the pages of time to that first Good Friday in order to relive through 

a brief devotion the emotions that those who lived it must have felt.  Listen, and recall in spirit how, as the 

sun climbed towards its zenith that morning they fastened Him to the cross with great nails.  At midday, 

darkness covered the earth.  At three o'clock He yield up His spirit. Then Joseph and Nicodemus begged for 

His lifeless body from Pontius Pilate.  Quickly they took it down from the cross, and carefully laid it to rest in 

the unused tomb.  A watch was established; the Roman seal was set of the great stone.  "It is finished."  O 

dreadful sorrow, God's Son is dead! 

The Tenebrae Service of Light and Darkness is an ancient liturgy used exclusively to commemorate the 

final hours of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Seven candles are arranged in a row, six of which are 

extinguished during the reading of the Passion Narrative, symbolizing the ebbing of His life.  Yet, Jesus is 

the Light of the World and despite the final reading describing His death, His Light forever shines.  The 

seventh candle, in the middle of the row, stays lit as His Light is never extinguished in our hearts – that 

same Light which will emanate from the empty tomb and the world will see on Easter Sunday. 

Please follow the directions during the reading of the Passion Narrative concerning the extinguishing of 

candles, which should all be lit before the service begins.  Alternate extinguishing one candle from each 

side, leaving the center candle lit until the service ends. 

 

Opening Versicles 
 

O Lord, open my lips, 

and my mouth will declare Your praise 

 

Psalmody - Verses from Psalm 22 
 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?     Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my 

groaning?  O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, and by night, but I find no rest. 

Forsake me not, O God of my salvation.  

And in you our fathers trusted;  they trusted, and you delivered them.   To you they cried and were rescued; 

 in you they trusted and were not put to shame. 

Forsake me not, O God of my salvation.  

But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by mankind and despised by the people 

Forsake me not, O God of my salvation.  

But you, O LORD, do not be far off!  O you my help, come quickly to my aid! 

Forsake me not, O God of my salvation.  

Deliver my soul from the sword, my precious life from the power of the dog! Save me from the mouth of the 

lion! 

Forsake me not, O God of my salvation.  
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I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will praise you: 

Forsake me not, O God of my salvation.  

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of the nations shall worship 

before you. 

Forsake me not, O God of my salvation.  

Posterity shall serve him;  it shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation; they shall come and proclaim 

his righteousness to a people yet unborn,  that he has done it 

Forsake me not, O God of my salvation.  

The Passion of our Lord, Jesus Christ 
  

Hymn:  LSB 439 - O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken, v 1-3 

  O dearest Jesus, what law hast Thou broken  

  That such sharp sentence should on Thee be spoken? 

  Of what great crime has Thou to make confession? 

  What dark transgression? 
 

  They crown Thy head with thorns, they smite, they scourge Thee; 

  With cruel mockings to the cross they urge Thee 

  They give Thee gall to drink, they still decry Thee; 

  They crucify Thee 
 

  Whence come these sorrows, whence this mortal anguish? 

  It is my sins for which Thou, Lord, must languish; 

  Yea, all the wrath, the woe, Thou dost inherit. 

  This I do merit. 

 

Reading:  John 18:1-11 + The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 

 + During the reading the first candle is extinguished + 
  

When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the brook Kidron, where there was 

a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, for Jesus 

often met there with his disciples. 3 So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some officers from the 

chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all 

that would happen to him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” 5 They answered him, 

“Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.”[a] Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. 
6 When Jesus[b] said to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 7 So he asked them again, 

“Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. So, if 

you seek me, let these men go.” 9 This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken: “Of those whom you gave 

me I have lost not one.” 10 Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's servant[c] 

and cut off his right ear. (The servant's name was Malchus.) 11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its 

sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given me?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26779a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26780b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26784c
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Hymn:  LSB 439 - O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken, v 4-5 
 

  What punishment so strange is suffered yonder! 

  The Shepherd dies for sheep that loved to wander. 

  The Master pays the debt His servants owe Him. 

  Who would not know Him. 
 

  The sinless Son of God must die in sadness; 

  The sinful child of man may live in gladness; 

  Man forfeited his life and is acquitted;  

  God is committed. 
 

Reading:  John 18:12-14 + Jesus Before Anais and Caiaphas 

 + During the reading the second candle is extinguished + 
 

     12 So the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews[d] arrested Jesus and bound him. 
13 First they led him to Annas, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. 14 It 

was Caiaphas who had advised the Jews that it would be expedient that one man should die for the people. 
 

Hymn LSB 439 - O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken, v 6-7 
 

  There was no spot in me by sin untainted; 

  Sick with si’s poison, all my heart had fainted; 

  My heavy guilt to hell had well-nigh brought me, 

  Such woe it wrought me. 
 

  O wondrous love, whose depth no heart hath sounded, 

  That brought Thee here, by foes and thieves surrounded! 

  All worldly pleasures, heedless, I was trying 

  While Thou wert dying. 
 

Reading:  John 18:15-18; 25-27 + Peter Denies Jesus 

 + During the reading the third candle is extinguished 

 
15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Since that disciple was known to the high priest, 

he entered with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, 16 but Peter stood outside at the door. So the other 

disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the servant girl who kept watch at the 

door, and brought Peter in. 17 The servant girl at the door said to Peter, “You also are not one of this man's 

disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.” 18 Now the servants[e] and officers had made a charcoal fire, because 

it was cold, and they were standing and warming themselves. Peter also was with them, standing and 

warming himself. 
25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, “You also are not one of his 

disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” 26 One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of 

the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?” 27 Peter again denied 

it, and at once a rooster crowed. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26786d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26792e
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Hymn:  LSB 439 - O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken, v 8-9 
 

  O mighty King, no time can dim Thy glory! 

  How shall I spread abroad Thy wondrous story? 

  How shall I find some worthy gifts to proffer? 

  What dare I offer? 
 

  For vanity doth our human wisdom ponder –  

  Thy woes, Thy mercy, still transcend our wonder. 

  Oh, how should I do aught that could delight Thee! 

  Can I requite Thee? 
 

Reading:  John 18:28-32 + Jesus before Pilate 

 + During the reading the fourth candle is extinguished + 
 

28 Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor's headquarters.[f] It was early morning. 

They themselves did not enter the governor's headquarters, so that they would not be defiled, but could eat 

the Passover. 29 So Pilate went outside to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this man?” 
30 They answered him, “If this man were not doing evil, we would not have delivered him over to you.” 
31 Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” The Jews said to him, “It is not 

lawful for us to put anyone to death.” 32 This was to fulfill the word that Jesus had spoken to show by what 

kind of death he was going to die. 
 

Hymn:  LSB 439 - O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken, v 10-11 
 

  Yet unrequited, Lord, I will not leave Thee; 

  I will renounce whate’er doth vex or grieve Thee 

  And quench with thoughts of Thee and prayers most lowly 

  All fires unholy. 
 

  But since my strength will nevermore suffice me 

  To crucify desires that still entice me, 

  To all good deeds O let Thy Spirit win me 

  And reign within me! 
 

Reading:  John 19:1-16a + Jesus Condemned to be Crucified 

 + During the reading the fifth candle is extinguished + 
 

Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. 2 And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his 

head and arrayed him in a purple robe. 3 They came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck 

him with their hands. 4 Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I am bringing him out to you that you 

may know that I find no guilt in him.” 5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. 

Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” 6 When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, 

“Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt in him.” 
7 The Jews[a] answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has made 

himself the Son of God.” 8 When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. 9 He entered his 

headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 So Pilate said 

to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have authority to release you and authority to 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26802f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+19&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26821a
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crucify you?” 11 Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you 

from above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” 
     12 From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are not 

Caesar's friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.” 13 So when Pilate heard these words, he 

brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic[b] 

Gabbatha. 14 Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour.[c] He said to the Jews, 

“Behold your King!” 15 They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I 

crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 16 So he delivered him over to them 

to be crucified. 
 

Hymn:  LSB 439 - O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken, v 12-13 
 

  I’ll think upon Thy mercy without ceasing, 

  That earth’s vain joys to me no more be pleasing; 

  To do Thy will shall be my sole endeavor 

  Henceforth forever.  
 

What’er of earthly good this life may grant me, 

I’ll risk for Thee; no shame, no cross, shall daunt me. 

I shall not fear what foes can do to harm me 

Nor death alarm me.  

 

Reading: John 19:16b-27 + The Crucifixion 

 + During the reading the sixth candle is extinguished + 
 

So they took Jesus, 17 and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The Place of a Skull, which 

in Aramaic is called Golgotha. 18 There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, and 

Jesus between them. 19 Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the 

King of the Jews.” 20 Many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near 

the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. 21 So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, 

“Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” 22 Pilate answered, 

“What I have written I have written.” 
23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into four parts, one part for 

each soldier; also his tunic.[d] But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom, 24 so they 

said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the 

Scripture which says, “They divided my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.” 

So the soldiers did these things, 25 but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother's sister, 

Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved 

standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, 

your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. 
 

Hymn:  LSB 439 - O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken, v 14-15 
 

  But worthless is my sacrifice, I own it, 

  Yet, Lord, for love’s sake Thou wilt not disown it: 

  Thou wilt accept my gift in Thy great meekness 

  Nor shame my weakness. 
 

  And when, dear Lord, before Thy throne in heaven 

  To me the crown of joy at last is given, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+19&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26827b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+19&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26828c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+19&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26837d
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  Where sweetest hymns Thy saints forever raise Thee, 

  I, too, shall praise Thee. 

 

A Period of Silence 

Prayers 
 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

  Let us pray.  Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing 

to be betrayed and delivered into the hands of sinful men to suffer death upon the cross.  You willed that 

Your Son should bear for us the pains of the cross and so remove from us the power of the adversary.  

Help us so to remember and give thanks for our Lord's passion that we may receive forgiveness of sin and 

redemption from everlasting death; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

The Lord's Prayer - whispered 

Closing Reading:  John 19: 28-31; 33-34; 38; 40-42 + The Death & Burial of Jesus 

28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” 29 A jar full of 

sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 
30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his 

spirit. 
     31 Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath 

(for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken and that they might 

be taken away.   32 So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of the other who had been 

crucified with him. 33 But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his 

legs. 34 But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water. 
     38 After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, 

asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took 

away his body…. 40 So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial 

custom of the Jews. 41 Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new 

tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 42 So because of the Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb was 

close at hand, they laid Jesus there. 
 

+ After the final reading, the final candle remains lit and streitus is sounded  + 
 

Go in peace, for the morning approaches. 

 

+ This concludes the Service; the final candle may now be extinguished + 



7 
 

 


